
Irene H. Kovala serves as the vice president of Academic and Student Affairs 
at Minneapolis Community and Technical College (MCTC), a large, diverse 
urban campus serving 15,000 students. Since her arrival at Minneapolis she 
has hired nearly 70 new full time faculty, successfully introduced a semester 
long new faculty seminar, established new baccalaureate partners to offer upper 
division programs on the MCTC campus, advanced the online course offerings 
with a 19% increase over 5 years, oversaw the continuing education and 
workforce development program while it moved from a deficit to a profitable 
endeavor, instituted new academic programs and led the effort to write a Master 
Academic Plan that will be the blueprint for the college’s academic programs 
to 2015. She successfully lobbied for a partnership with the University of 
Minnesota to bring a health service on the campus. A leadership academy 
(LEAD) was developed under her auspices bringing professional development 
training to faculty and staff and she actively participated in friend and fund 
raising for the Power of You, a tuition-fee initiative for all Minneapolis and St. 
Paul high school graduates. 

Prior to 2005, Dr. Kovala served as Vice President of Academic Affairs at Oakton Community College (OCC) 
in Des Plaines and Skokie Illinois. While Vice President, she oversaw the completion of a major addition to 
the Skokie campus, implemented new academic programs, was chief negotiator for two faculty contracts, 
implemented a comprehensive program of general education assessment, partnered to begin the Northern Illinois 
Public Safety Training Academy, a program intended for Northern Illinois fire, police, public works and EMS 
personnel, began a program with the Illinois Center on Deafness and the Arts to bring professional development 
to educators of the deaf around the state of Illinois, and created a retention effort involving faculty, staff, 
administrators and students to increase student matriculation and persistence at OCC. 

From 1994 to 2001, Dr. Kovala worked at College of DuPage (COD) in Glen Ellyn Illinois first as an Associate 
Dean and then Dean overseeing Alternative Learning at the college. In this role, she was responsible for the field 
and experiential learning program, the off campus learning centers, assessment and testing and the adult fast track 
program. During her tenure, she oversaw the creation of CODonline, the first instructional and student services 
program offered fully in the online environment.

Prior to 1994, she was an administrator in Minnesota at Itasca Community College and Anoka Ramsey Com-
munity College (ARCC) for more than a decade. At ARCC, she developed student affairs programs including the 
first enrollment management plan, a high school relations task force, and implemented the post secondary options 
program for high school students to attend college. During her tenure at ARCC, enrollment increased by 13%. 
She has taught undergraduate and graduate courses in communication.

Active as a Consultant Evaluator of the North Central Association of the Higher Learning Commission, 
Dr. Kovala has recently been tapped to train new evaluators to the accreditation process. Currently she serves on 
numerous state and regional boards, some of which she chairs, including the Minnesota ACT Council and the 
greater Minneapolis Empowerment Zone. Dr. Kovala earned a bachelor’s degree in speech communication, a 
master’s degree in counseling and student personnel and a doctorate in education. A native of Ashland Wisconsin, 
Dr. Kovala is the only member of her working class family to graduate from college. A knitting and reading 
enthusiast, she currently lives in Shoreview Minnesota.
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