
Michelle Garey – Fulltime Faculty in the Foreign Language Department 
 
Good evening to the Members of the Board of Trustees, to my respected 
colleagues and to members of the community that are here with us tonight. 
 
I am the Chair of Foreign Language Department, as well as the Chair of the 
Assessment Committee.  But most importantly, I am a Spanish Instructor 
that is charged with delivering quality instruction and curriculum to our 
diverse student body.   
 
(I’d like to give you a little history) When I first arrived here, more than 13 
years ago, our Spanish courses didn’t transfer on a one to one basis to four-
year schools.  At that time, students transferring to U of M or EMU, for 
example, would have to retake the same course at the transfer institution 
because our curriculum wasn’t quite rigorous enough to be considered 
university-level. 
 
As a response, I redesigned our curriculum to better meet the academic 
needs of our students and I did so with the support of my Dean at the time, 
Bill Abernethy, as well as the support of the Vice President of Instruction. 
As a result, our Spanish courses transfer on a one to one basis to four-year 
schools and our students have benefited greatly from this curricular 
change.  
 
Unfortunately, the very curricular process that brought this change about 
has been compromised during President Bellanca’s tenure at the college, 
and our students are becoming the casualties.  Curricular initiatives are 
now being conceived and implemented outside of the academic chain of 
command, without faculty involvement and with no clear benefit to our 
students.   
 
Earlier this year, my department was asked to develop and teach high 
school language courses to hundreds of highschoolers at Ypsilanti 
Community Schools, potentially in violation of the Michigan Department of 
Education’s Teacher Certification Code, as well as WCC’s own Board of 
Trustee’s policy on dual enrollment.  I was asked to participate in this 
initiative not by my Dean nor by the Vice President of Instruction (neither 



of whom appeared to have any awareness or understanding of this 
initiative) but by the Vice President of Student Affairs.  My department was 
notified of this initiative months after the administration had already 
agreed for WCC to develop and teach these high school courses.  
 
While I support high school outreach, when done properly, this initiative 
had significant problems and potential liabilities.  We were asked to create 
non-transferable, high school courses that would not count toward any 
type of degree or certificate.  At to top it off, Ypsilanti School faculty were 
in the middle of contract negotiations at the time, trying to prevent the 
potential outsourcing of instruction, and according to their union president, 
were completely unaware that an agreement with WCC was already in 
place. 
 
Our recent vote of no confidence in the administrative leadership of 
President Bellanca was described as an “unfortunate distraction”.  I think 
an unfortunate distraction would be a headline in a local paper, during a 
millage year, that reads, “WCC SCABS LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL JOBS.” 
 
And what about our students?  During the same semester this initiative was 
being advocated by the administration, legitimate sections of our college-
level courses were being cancelled with no clear justification to either 
faculty or students, leaving several of our students looking to other 
institutions to fulfill their academic needs.  Both myself, my Dean, the Vice 
President of Instruction and even president Bellanca had to field complaints 
from students regarding these cancellations.      
 
It is clear by the recent vote of no confidence, that faculty feel we are on 
the wrong path and that our institutional health has been severely 
compromised under president Bellanca’s leadership.  We are asking you, as 
stewards of this college, to take the steps necessary to remedy this 
situation for the sake of our students. 
 
Thank you. 
 


