
May 27, 2014: Address to the Board of Trustees 

I’m Julie Kissel from the English department.  

On May 12, 2014, on behalf of faculty members Kathy Butcher, Breege Concannon, Michelle 

Garey, Robert Hatcher, Anne Heise, Mike King, Carrie Krantz, Jason Withrow, David Wooten, 

and Tom Zimmerman, I forwarded a copy of our findings from our first FOIA request about the 

use of consultants by the administration.  

 

Since it has been two weeks since this submission and Mary Faulkner confirmed receiving the 

document, I do hope that you have had a chance to review the material. At the time of 

submission, I invited the Board to ask any questions. Having heard nothing about the document 

at this time, I will review, briefly, some of the findings.   

 

In March 2014, the WCCEA Board began to review the use of consultants by the President’s 

office over the last 6 years after requesting information through the Freedom of Information Act. 

This review is on-going as we have also requested additional information about contracted 

services that has not been fulfilled. However, based on the information we have received so far, 

we have the following concerns: 

 There are numerous purchase orders that are set just under the amount that would require 

board approval. When purchase orders are created, this money is encumbered and 

inaccessible unless the purchase orders are changed or closed. This has been done at a time 

when department budgets have been essentially frozen. To be more exact, the Instructional 

Services budget has increased around 1% since 2012, compared to a 24% increase in the 

Executive Management budget and the 11% increase in the Public Relations Development 

budget over the same time.  

 

 The repeated purchase orders with Gus Demas over the course of 3 years demonstrate a 

pattern of the above issue, and his pay rate of $500 a day plus mileage is enviable. He has an 

office near executive administration in the Student Center building and has a WCC email 

address but does not appear in the Faculty and Staff directory.  

 

 Again, based on the information we have received, all contracts have been written for 

$45,000 or $20,000. This money is, therefore, “encumbered” and not available for other use. 

There is no public evidence of any work done for the benefit of the College or its students. In 

total it appears that Demas has earned nearly $120,000.00 since October 2011.  

 

 As you know, having seen the document, this is just one example of how funds are being 

used and the numbers presented in the document I provided to you suggest that over 

$250,000 has been spent on consultant work over the past few years. 

 

We are concerned that the Bellanca administration is spending inordinately on consultants who, 

in some cases, are former colleagues and in other cases have unproven value. Our overall aim, 

we believe, is the same as yours: to make WCC the best it can be. As some of you are aware 



having attended the same meeting with Vice President Johnson last Thursday, the budget is tight, 

so if this is the case, spending like this seems irresponsible. Also, as Trustee Horiszny noted in 

that same meeting, these numbers can be difficult to understand, but as good stewards of this 

institution, it is worth the time to drill down more deeply for true meaning.  

For those of us who are reviewing the FOIA documents, we will continue to share information 

with you as we process it. Unless this date has changed, our next FOIA request will be fulfilled 

on May 30, and we will begin our review. 

Please understand that as faculty and community members, we are compelled by a sense of duty 

to the students, institution, and community.  More to the point, though, is that from a faculty 

standpoint, our request to you, the Board of Trustees, is quite simple. We are seeking change.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 


