
   

 

FOR THE RECORD 

Faculty  

Professional 

Development  

 

invites you to 

the November 

2015 in-service 

on 11/23 and 

11/24.  

 

Check out the 

agenda at the fol-

lowing link: 

 

http://
fpd.wccnet.edu/
events-calendar/ 

Response to Dr. Bellanca’s Update 

On Tuesday, November 17, 2015, Dr. Bellanca sent out a series of up-
dates for the College. Among the updates was news on the HLC cre-
dentialing issues that have caused consternation for many on this 
campus. The email is below: 

“As many of you know, the Higher Learning Commission recently issued revised assumed 
practices for faculty qualifications. Since then, we have been engaged in a process that 
involved faculty, deans, department chairs, administrative leadership, and human re-
sources staff to confirm what we already believed. We have a qualified and talented facul-
ty who act in the best interest of our students. All our full-time faculty members are quali-
fied to teach at WCC under the revised guidelines. We expect to see similar results when 
we complete the same process for the adjunct and part-time faculty. Thank you to every-
one for your efforts over the past month.” (Dr. Bellanca) 

As Maryam noted in her speech to the Board of Trustees on 11/17, this is wel-
come news, but there are questions left unanswered. Your Contract Implementa-
tion (CI) team, led by Dr. Fitzpatrick, has noted areas of concern based on the CI 
meeting on November 16, and Dr. Bellanca’s email. Since the process the Col-
lege has been using to determine whether or not faculty are properly qualified has 
been less than transparent, creating more anxiety than necessary, your leader-
ship team is asking that this process be made abundantly clear to all faculty and 
the WCCEA leadership. The WCCEA will keep the membership notified of any 
new information. 

 
Guided Pathways 

On Tuesday, November 24 at 9am, a Guided Pathways discussion will 
take place in LA 242 (RSVP through the FPD site).  

As Maryam noted in her November 17, 2015, speech to the BOT, “faculty are 
concerned about the apparent switch in our college-wide curricular agenda to 
Guided Pathways, without adequate involvement of the Curriculum or As-
sessment Committees or Department Chairs.  My understanding has long 
been that while the scheduling process belongs to the administration, the cur-
riculum belongs to us, the faculty members.  I don’t see how a top down deci-
sion to change direction on this deeply vital issue, without including the resi-
dent content experts, the “highly qualified” faculty, is a sound choice.  I hope 
to be able to thank you for directing this administration to involve the faculty 
in the conversations and decisions which most directly affect our work with 
students.”  

Please plan to attend this very important discussion as WCC has been 
named as part of Cohort 2 for implementing Guided Pathways. 
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