
Leadership Insider
Goodman Acker  
offers discounted  
non-employee legal  
help for MEA members
Worried that you can’t afford an attorney 

for something that happens outside of the 

job-related protections offered by MEA? 

Don’t worry; MEA still has you covered. MEA 

members and their families referred to the 

Goodman Acker law firm for accident injury 

claims will be entitled to reduced attorney fees 

from the standard 33 1/3% to a discounted 

rate of 25%.  This discounted rate is available 

exclusively to MEA members and their 

families. What this means for you is less 

money taken out of your settlement, and  

more money in your pocket.  

For more information about the law firm  

of Goodman Acker and how they can help  

you, call toll-free today at 866-DONT-LOSE 

(866-366-8567) or visit the law firm’s website 

at www.GoodmanAcker.com  It handles all 

types of accident injury cases, including  

auto accidents, motorcycle accidents, 

bicycle and pedestrian accidents, slip and 

fall accidents, medical malpractice, nursing 

home neglect, dog bite injuries, social security 

claims, wrongful death cases, and all other 

types of personal injury accident matters 

throughout Michigan.
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Why does the Mackinac Center care about your 
MEA membership? Follow the money trail!
It doesn’t matter what name they go by—American Legislative Exchange 
Council (ALEC), Americans for Prosperity (AFP), Koch brothers or the 
Mackinac Center. They all have the same goals—spend millions of dollars to 
destroy public education; strip public school employees of their rights; and 
weaken the union which gives those employees a voice. 

The money and power behind ALEC, AFP and 
the Mackinac Center comes from billionaire 
industrialist brothers Charles and David Koch 
who have spent hundreds of millions of dollars 
to buy political candidates who support their 
extreme right-wing agendas. Through AFP, their 
political arm, the Koch brothers intend to spend 
more than $300 million this year on campaigns 
to get their conservative candidates elected. 
They have already put money into Republican 
campaigns here in Michigan.

The Koch brothers have also poured financial 
support into the American Legislative Exchange 
Council (ALEC), an organization that provides a 
filing cabinet of model legislation for states to 
promote policies that attack education and the 
middle class. Michigan has used ALEC’s models 
to pass laws impacting tenure, charter and cyber 
schools, and teacher evaluations.

The Mackinac Center, founded here in Michigan 
in 1987 by right-wing activists, bills itself as a 
“think tank” to promote “free market, pro-
business policies.” The group pushes its anti-
public education and anti-union policies through 
various publications and has received significant 
money directly from the Koch family foundations, 
along with funding from other organizations that 
have Koch brother ties. 

Now that you have the background on these 
groups—let’s connect the dots.

The Mackinac Center is anxious to destroy 
MEA—the union that fights for you—because 
it stands in the way of the Koch brothers and 

AFP’s plan to end public education and unions. 
With money from the Koch brothers, political 
support from AFP, and sample ALEC legislation, 
the Mackinac Center has made sure that 

• your collective bargaining rights have 
been limited; 

• you no longer have tenure rights when it 
comes to job placement;

• your students’ test scores will impact 
your evaluation; 

• the number of charter schools and cyber 
schools are expanding with little or no 
oversight or accountability; 

• your school districts are being taken over 
by emergency managers; 

• you have a cap on your health insurance; 

• you’re paying for health care into 
retirement with no guarantees; 

• you no longer can take advantage of 
payroll deduction for your dues; 

• and worst of all—that you are working in 
a right-to-work state.

With slick mailings, emails and letters, the 
Mackinac Center is working hard to convince 
members that the MEA isn’t looking out for  
their best interests. With fewer MEA members, 
the Mackinac Center and all other right-wing 
groups won’t have to work so hard to undermine 
public education and employee unions. Don’t 
be fooled!  Whose interests do you think the 
Mackinac Center is looking out for—yours or  
the Koch brothers?

For more information on what the Mackinac 
Center is all about, go to www.meamatters.com.


